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History

Jeans were invented by a
German man named Levi
Strauss. He went to the U.S.
in 1847 and followed the
Gold Rush to San Francisco.
He carried many kinds of
fabric to sell to dry goods
stores. Business was booming
in California during the Gold

Rush. Levi quickly became

a successful businessman. Levi Strauss founded Levi Strauss & Co.
5
9
"S||DJOAC JSIOM POAO| SOG| OY} Ul SIUIW DIUIOJI|DY)
2 W, T T W Ny rendod awredaq Appdmb

A9y3 pue ‘paf[ed a1om A3y} se
./ S[[eI2A0 }sTem , 9} PoAO]
SIDUTW 9 ], "SIoOUd)SkJ [ejou
3uo1)s a1e S}9ATY ‘swedas ay}
OJUT UMIS S3dALI 19ddod ypim
syued wirusp y3noj spewr
TA9] pue qode[ ‘siae(] qode|(
¥ pawreu 10re} e ypm siaujred
awredaq 1A97 ‘¢/81 Ul "paddir syoxpod ayy pue ‘Aaeay sem [ejowa
o} ;g ‘s3oxpod Imeyy ur 31 patired ASY) ‘a10 I0 PIo3 punoj Asayj
uayM ‘syued 11oy) Yim wa[qoid e pey ernuwiojife]) Ul SIaUTW Yy,



Changing Fashions

Levi’s® jeans were work pants.
Male workers wore them all
the time. But a gentleman
wouldn’t think of wearing
jeans. Women didn’t wear
pants at all. But this changed

when Western movies became

popular. All the COWbOYS Cowboys and a cowgirl sport denim pants.

wore jeans. People thought
the cowboys looked tough and cool. But jeans still weren’t
proper for places like school, stores, or offices.
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Back in the U.S., fashions changed.
Movie stars wore jeans in their films.
Teenagers everywhere loved them.
Some schools banned jeans because
of their “rebel” image. But casual
clothing, including jeans, became
popular for more and more occasions.

Eventually, jeans were so common
that it became okay for anyone to
wear them. You can even find pictures

of the president wearing jeans.

her “rebellious” pants.
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Jeans are dyed every color Do You Know?

You may have
noticed that many
blue jeans are sewn
with orange thread.
This is unusual. Most
clothing is sewn with
thread the same
color as the fabric.
The orange thread
matches the copper

rivets. Many kinds
of jeans use two
stitches side by
side to make the
they are very expensive. These Levi's jeans from the | orange show up.

of the rainbow. Denim
is used to make almost
everything, including

jackets, hats, skirts, shoes,
and wallets. Antique, or
old, jeans are also popular.
You can find them in thrift
stores for a very low price.
Or you can find them in
specialty stores, where

1930s are very valuable.
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The original jeans were dyed
with indigo, which comes from
special plants. The plant leaves
are first soaked in water. Then the
water is stirred, in order to mix in
oxygen. This changes the plant
mixture from orange to yellow to
green to blue. But indigo is very
expensive. For many years, jeans
makers used dye from coal or oil.
But these dyes cause pollution.
Some jeans makers have found

special bacteria that make blue S
dye. The next pair of blue jeans
you buy may have been dyed Bolts of denim. Unlike

by bacterial many fabrics, denim is dyed
before weaving, rather than after.
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9 Looms weave the yarn
o Round bobbins pull and twist info strips of cloth.

lint into yarn.

<1

0 The cut fabric is sewn together e The fabric is cut into
to make jeans. patterns and sizes. | 5
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Conclusion

Today, all kinds of people around the
world wear jeans. People wear them
everywhere. Designers have even
made denim tuxedoes for the most
formal occasions. Jeans are popular
today for the same reasons they
were popular when Levi Strauss first
made them. They look good, they

last long, and they are comfortable.
That’s probably why you own a pair A denim tux,

complete with

or two, or seven, yourself. vest and tie
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